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Summary 

 

The Committee on Science Policy (CSP) met over two days with presentations focused on the federal 

science budget, an overview of NSF’s Division of Mathematical Sciences programs, federal science 

advocacy, the legislative outlook for the House Science Committee, the AMS Congressional Fellow’s 

perspective on Capitol Hill, and a tour of the new AMS grassroots campaign software system from The 

Soft Edge. Committee Chair Scott Wolpert began the meeting by outlining the agenda.  

 

Introduction to the AMS Office of Government Relations 

Karen Saxe, Associate Executive Director and Director of the Office of Government Relations, 

introduced the AMS Office of Government Relations by describing its mission and responsibilities. The 

office serves as a liaison for CSP and the Committee on Education (COE), plans and coordinates JMM 

activities including the Chairs Workshop, panels, and EHR grant-writing workshop.  It also hosts 

biannual Congressional Briefings with MSRI, and sponsors two fellowship programs. The office connects 

the math community with policymakers in Washington, as well as other science organizations and higher 

education umbrella groups through coalitions. 

 

Juan Meza 

Director, Division of Mathematical Sciences 

National Science Foundation (NSF) 

Juan Meza gave an overview of the Division of Mathematical Sciences and its funding opportunities. He 

said that DMS funding opportunities have tremendous impact as evidenced by last year’s FDA approval 

of two new MRI devices that significantly speed up scanning time, for example. 

 

Additionally, he emphasized the importance of building infrastructure to better serve the math 

community. This should be done with the involvement of students, engagement in conferences dedicated 

to broadening participation, and supporting professional societies.  

 

Meza concluded with talking about the important role mathematical sciences research plays in society, 

science, engineering, and public policy. He also spoke about the important role DMS plays in NSF’s 10 

Big Ideas programs and encouraged the mathematics and statistics communities to promote awareness 

and generate enthusiasm. 

 

Matt Hourihan 

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 

Matt Hourihan, Director of the R&D Budget and Policy Program at AAAS, discussed the federal science 

budget and appropriation process. He presented a detailed look at the federal funding apparatus and 

provided an overview of where federal spending was and where spending was heading in regards to 

science funding. 

 

He reported that the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 provided good funding for science research overall. 

This is the result of Congress moving away from the Budget Control Act and increasing the non-defense 

budget by 63 billion dollars for FY2018. Looking ahead, the FY 2018 omnibus makes the President’s FY 



2019 budget request look a lot worse. He suggested keeping an eye out for how the FY 2019 budget 

affects NSF’s 10 Big Ideas program. It is likely that the FY 2019 budget will not be finished until after 

the election or the following year. 

 

Matt Owens 

Association of American Universities (AAU) 

Matt Owens, VP for Federal Relations and Administration at the Association of American Universities 

(AAU), spoke on his organization’s focus on science policy and advocacy. Owens began his presentation 

by emphasizing his experience in Washington, DC and recognizing that there is a tremendous lack of 

understanding when speaking about policy-making. 

 

Owens explained how AAU is engaged in priorities regarding education. He discussed how AAU pays 

attention to Congressional budget spending and how it pertains to funding in the science community. The 

AAU also pays attention to issues like immigration and advocates for regulatory action on these issues 

because they directly affect students at both the undergraduate and graduate level.  

 

Owens also talked about pending re-authorization of the Higher Education Act from the student 

perspective. He discussed how professional organizations involve themselves with AAU in effective 

ways, such as through coalitions with a common agenda  

 

In conclusion, Owens stressed that science is under pressure now and that the way to save basic scientific 

research is to get the attention of Congressional leaders. Professional societies should continue to 

advocate and answer questions as to why it is important to preserve and maintain science and 

mathematical funding in order for the U.S. to maintain its position as a world leader in STEM innovation. 

 

Sara Barber 

House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 

Subcommittee on Research and Technology 

Sara Barber provided an overview on the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology as well as 

insight on the legislative outlook of the committee. She began with defining Congressional Committees 

and their roles in the legislative process. She went over the Congressional Committees in both the House 

(21) and Senate (19), detailing that most committees are authorizing committees, and described the 

difference between authorizing and appropriating committees. Sara discussed the makeup of the House 

Science Committee of the 115th Congress.  

 

Barber then reviewed the Subcommittee on Research and Technology and its legislation from the 114th 

Congress, which included the STEM Act of 2015, Research Excellence and Advancements for Dyslexia 

(READ) Act, and the American Innovation and Competitiveness Act (AICA). She then looked at the 

priorities for research and technology in the 115th Congress, which covered the reauthorization of NSF 

and NIST, cybersecurity, and STEM Education. There have already been hearings on strengthening 

cybersecurity capabilities and matters at the NSF, including on sexual harassment in the science 

community.  

 

Margaret Callahan 

Office of Senator Amy Klobuchar, AMS Congressional Fellow 

Margaret Callahan began her presentation by giving an overview of the AMS-AAAS Congressional 

Fellowship, explaining in detail what the fellowship is, what a fellow does, and why this fellowship 

matters. Margaret highlighted the under-representation of individuals with science and engineering 

backgrounds in Congress and how lawmakers are increasingly required to make decisions involving 

science and technology. She then talked about how she has contributed to policy-making on the Hill by 

using both her mathematical background and non-mathematical skills.  



 

Callahan went into detail on the importance of establishing relationships with Congressional Members 

and staff through Hill Visits. She provided insight on holding successful meetings on Capitol Hill and 

emphasized the importance of being on time, being aware of your goal, familiarizing yourself with the  

Member’s background, and emphasizing a connection to the state. She concluded with outlining what 

must be done after a Hill Visit, by encouraging individuals to follow up and stay in touch with 

Congressional Members, and sharing that experience with colleagues and students.   

 

Ben Russell 

The Soft Edge 

Ben Russell, presented information on The Soft Edge and its government relations software, specifically 

how it will contribute to the effectiveness of the AMS Grassroots Advocacy program.  

 

Russell gave committee members a tour of the Congress Plus software and how to use it to connect with 

key players in Washington through legislation tracking, scheduling meetings, creating effective email 

campaigns, and exploring legislative advocacy opportunities through social media. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 
The proposed dates for the 2019 Committee on Science Policy meeting are Monday-Tuesday, April 15-

16, 2019 in Washington, DC.  Terrence Blackman moved and Ken Ribet seconded a motion to accept 

these dates next year’s meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 


