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My experiences over four semesters with a computer algebra system in a differential equations course has convinced me

that the use of a CAS in such a course greatly enhances the students‘ learning. I have used Mathematica and VisualDSolve,

a commercially available add-on package, in an introductory ordinary differential equations course for these four semesters.

I will discuss the specific uses of the software, with examples of how it is used on homework assignments and projects.

In addition, I will discuss successes and lessons learned about effective ways to use the technology. (Received August 29,

2000)
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