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Systematic calculations of π began with the work of Archimedes in 250 BC. We consider the initial approximation for π

used in the chord system (Ptolemy, 150 A.D.) and the initial approximation used in the half-chord system (Aryabhata,

499 A.D.). As per the methods used in deriving each of these approximations, there are conflicting theories presented

by the historians. We intend to address these conflicting theories conclusively, based on rigorous mathematical calcula-

tions. (Received October 06, 2004)
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