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Jacobi’s research in analytical dynamics in the 1830s and 1840s was closely linked to his work in the calculus of variations.

The paper examines the basic concept of the variation as it was deployed by Jacobi in both dynamics and analysis, with

emphasis on how he understand and used variations in his derivation of ordinary and partial differential equations.

The paper will also consider Jacobi’s theory in relation to contemporary work of Hamilton and to later work of other

researchers. (Received October 01, 2004)
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