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In the introductory statistics course that I teach, topics include exploratory data analysis, data collection methods, and

basic inferential procedures. At times these topics may seem somewhat removed from students’ daily experiences. In

order to bridge the gap between statistical practice and students’ experiences and to demonstrate the real-life applications

of statistics, I use a student-designed data collection and analysis project. In this talk I will discuss the nature of this

task including how the project proposal and the final oral and written reports are structured. I will also discuss the

benefits to students from this experience including increased enthusiasm for the subject of statistics, increased clarity

of thought about statistical concepts from having to struggle with these concepts first hand, and increased interaction

among students as they discuss and present ideas to their peers. (Received September 06, 2004)
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