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The theory of absorbing Markov Chains is applied to modeling the winner and the length of a Major League Baseball

World Series. The resulting functions of the probability of the winning team winning the World Series exhibit good

models of the outcomes of the best of seven-game World Series. Various estimates of the probability of the winning team

winning a game are compared for their modeling effectiveness. Using the winning team’s season winning percentage as

the probability of winning a game results in the most successful model. (Received August 27, 2004)
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