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This talk examines the social and cultural context for mathematics during the Safavid dynasty of 17th century Persia.

The Safavid period represents, perhaps, the last flowering of classical Islamic science. Under the reign of the Safavid ruler

Shah Abbas I, 1588-1629, a cultural renaissance occured in the capital city of Isfahan. This renaissance is examined in

terms of its own achievements and its relationship to earlier Islamic work in mathematics and astronomy. A particular

focus is given to the work of the Islamic philosopher, engineer, mathematician, and poet, Baha al-Din al-Amili. (Received

September 08, 2004)
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