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Over the past 6 years, our differential equations course has been mainly populated with non-mathematics majors. Students

majoring in environmental sciences, biology, chemistry, and physics (computational and health physics) are now the

majority of the student population in this introductory course. There are always a few mathematics majors. Over the

past few years I have re-structured the course to cover applications in these other disciplines. The course now includes

projects, technology labs, and tests that are discipline specific in those problems with applications. All students cover the

same topical material but the application of the material is different. Antidotal evidence from the reflective summaries

in the students ODE portfolios suggests that the majority of students enjoyed this approach. (Received September 03,

2004)
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