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A common technique for visualizing fractions is to separate a disk or a strip into the required number of equal parts.

However, these methods are not easily used to represent all the fraction operations, especially if a common denominator

is required. An alternative picture, using rectangular regions to represent fractions and pairs of fractions, will be intro-

duced. Examples will show how these diagrams can be used to explain the fundamental property of fractions and give

meaning to each of the four fraction operations. Particular emphasis will be given to the operations of multiplication and

division. (Received September 14, 2004)
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