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Let N be a right nearring. Denote by C(N) the multiplicative center of N and by Nd the set of left-distributive

elements of N . In general, C(N) need not be closed under the addition of N . However, the generalized center of N ,

GC(N) = {a ∈ N | and = nda for all nd ∈ Nd}, is always a subnearring of N containing C(N). We study the problem

of determining when C(N) is a subnearring of N . We show that, for certain classes of nearrings, C(N) is a subnearring

of N if and only if C(N) = GC(N). Nearrings studied include distributively generated nearrings, nearrings of functions,

and nearrings of polynomials. (Received September 14, 2004)
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