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Founded in 1998, the EDGE Program has helped to prepare over ninety women for graduate school in mathematics,

with particular emphasis on the inclusion of women of color. The purpose of the program is to smooth the transition

from undergraduate to graduate work in mathematics, with a focus on preparation for the mathematical as well as the

cultural challenges of graduate school. This talk will describe the structure of the program, and present a quantitative

and qualitative analysis of those aspects of the program that are designed to bridge undergraduate and graduate work.

Factors that have contributed to the successes of the program will be discussed, as well as challenges the organizers

have faced in offering this program. In addition, the speakers will address factors they have observed that contribute to

student success, and offer tips to departments for improving retention of students in their graduate programs. (Received

September 28, 2005)
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