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The structure of the lattice of varieties of band semigroups was discovered in the early 1970s by Biryukov, Fennemore

and Gerhard. In addition, Gerhard found subdirectly irreducibles that generate each join irreducible subvariety, and

asked whether these were the smallest such generating algebras. We present the result of recent research to resolve this

question. (Received September 10, 2006)
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