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We consider hyperbolic structures on handlebodies and we try to describe the geometry under certain assumptions. Then

we use this description to construct hyperbolic structures on closed 3-manifolds. As a result we have a new way of

constructing and describing the hyperbolic metric and in addition the description of the hyperbolic metric allows us to

answer many topological questions about these manifolds. (Received September 23, 2006)
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