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In certain simplified models of shape formation the resulting macroscopic shape may be described explicitly and turns

out to be a plane algebraic curve in disguise. This will be explained in the second lecture, together with the necessary

background from algebraic geometry (following a joint paper with Richard Kenyon). Such a connection between prob-

ability and geometry leads to a certain synthesis of tools, allowing the analysis to go further. (Received September 26,

2006)
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