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In an election, Alice receives a votes, Bob receives b votes, and a > kb for some positive integer k so Alice wins. In how

many ways can the a + b ballots be permuted so that as the votes are being recorded, Alice maintains more that k times

as many votes as Bob? The ballot theorem tells us that the answer is a−kb
a+b

(a+b
a

).

This problem was first introduced in 1887, and many proofs have been devised since then. We provide a new proof

based on a uniform partition of a set of lattice paths. (Received September 14, 2007)
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