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Much of the information about a knot is encoded in the surfaces found in the knot complement, in particular surfaces

that are incompressible. However, often incompressibility is not strong enough and we need to consider surfaces that also

don’t have any cut-disks, i.e., disks that intersect the knot once. We will discuss situations in which such surfaces occur

and the information they carry. (Received September 17, 2007)
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