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In this talk we will discuss a recent construction of a one-parameter family of elliptic curves over Fq(t
1/d) whose members

obtain arbitrarily large rank as d → ∞. We’ll begin with some background material on elliptic curves and their ranks,

discuss the interesting geometry in the proof, and see some examples. The talk is accessible to a general matheamtical

audience. (Received August 25, 2008)
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