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Given any idempotent, p, in a discrete semigroup (S), there is a largest group H(p) with p as its identity. It will be shown

that it is consistent that if (S) is the free semigroup or free group on countably many generators, there exist idempotents

in beta(S) whose maximal group is a singleton. The same conclusion holds if (S) is the set of finite subsets of omega

under the operation of union. (Received September 14, 2008)
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