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We have found that using technology driven investigations allow students to understand the three forms that functions

can be represented in an easy way. Functions can be shown as tables, graphs and equations. With the use of graphing

calculators, Excel and Maple, student work through various tasks to learn the nature of the mathematical models that

are created by these functions. Students enjoy these in class activities and work well in small groups to find the answers

to the questions. This talk will show examples for the graphing calculator, Excel and Maple that are used in our new

class of Intermediate Algebra/College Algebra for business majors. (Received September 16, 2008)
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