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Excel spreadsheets will illustrate the moduli of initial and middle sums of a few key sequences, especially those of the

form {(k + 1)n − kn} for k = 0, 1, 2, . . . Many of the resulting patterns exhibit order, symmetry and subtle artistry while

also prompting mathematical questions appropriate for undergraduate research and some visual insight into special cases

of Fermat’s Last Theorem. From such explorations emerges a final question: “For Fermat, just how wide of a margin

might have sufficed?” (Received September 16, 2008)

1


