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Classical optimization techniques utilize derivatives. However, many optimization practitioners have encountered practical

problems in applying standard derivative-based methods. Moreover, recent studies have shown that some derivative-free

optimization methods that utilize function approximation models such as radial basis functions perform better than

standard derivative-based methods on practical problems where function evaluations are expensive. This talk will provide

a brief survey of recent developments in derivative-free optimization. (Received September 17, 2008)
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