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Let R be a Noetherian ring and let S be a finite subset of Spec R. A result in Zariski-Samuel shows if no height 0 prime

ideal is contained in S, then there is an ideal I whose associated prime divisors comprise exactly S. However, that result

is far from complete. We characterize exactly when such an I exists. As a corollary, we show that if no isolated primary

component of 0 is prime, then such an I exists for any choice of finite S. (Received October 28, 2004)
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