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An essential surface with boundary properly embedded in a hyperbolic knot exterior can be either a virtual fiber or an

accidental surface or a quasi-Fuchsian surface. In the case the surface is quasi-Fuchsian, one can measure how far it is

from being totally geodesic using its cusp thickness. We discuss a variety of results about the cusp thickness of such

surfaces. (Received January 20, 2005)
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