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Some aspects of standard knot-theory are generalized to all ribbon-disc complements. The asphericity of the complement

of properly embedded links in certain contractible singular 3-manifolds is studied. These 3-manifolds should be thought

off as replacements of the 3-ball in the classical setting. The results are applied to show the asphericity of 2-complexes

modelled on labelled oriented graphs that correspond to alternating prime projections on some surface. (Received January

19, 2005)
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