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In the Macclesfield Collection at Cambridge University Library, there are two manuscripts of identical material entitled

“Combinations”, one a rough copy and the other a copy in a very fine hand. The central result given in the manuscripts

is a generating function used to find the number of outcomes in the sum of the faces that show in the throw of several

dice. The same generating function finds its way into print in Abraham De Moivre’s Miscellanea Analytica published in

1730. It is argued that the results in the manuscript are due to De Moivre and that they predate De Moivre’s first work

on probability, De Mensura Sortis. (Received August 24, 2009)
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