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The stick index of a knot is the least number of line segments required to build the knot in space. We define a related

invariant, the spherical stick index of a knot, as the least number of great circle arcs required to draw a diagram of

that knot on a sphere. We look at the behavior of this invariant for compositions of trefoil knots, and find a surprising

dependence on the handedness of the composed trefoils. (Received September 11, 2009)
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