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In short stories and movies, there is the concept of the story arc. Many of our liberal arts students are familiar with
and appreciate this structure, but they would never dream of applying it to mathematics. Students recognize that a
well-written story follows a certain internal logic, beginning with the introduction of the characters and setting, the
initial conflict, various complications, and finally the resolution. We use this structure to develop engaging lessons in
mathematics that students find interesting and satisfying. Discussing the intentional story line with the students after
they have completed the activities helps them relate mathematics to familiar and comfortable settings. We demonstrate
this structure with a sample lesson on Knots and Star Polygons — one of our favorite explorations for liberal arts students.
We then discuss the mathematical and literary equivalents and student reaction to the connections. (Received September
22, 2009)



