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Learning new definitions is a vital skill for mathematics students. This paper seeks to describe several ways that junior
mathematics students approached a new definition in a real analysis context. Students explored the definition by sketching
graphs, re-wording the statement, looking for examples, negating the statement, finding non-examples and relating it to
definitions students had already encountered. Some of these tasks proved more fruitful than others. (Received September

22, 2000)



