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Language plays a crucial role in the classroom. The use of specialized language in a domain can cause a subject to seem

more difficult for students than it actually is and impede students from learning what we hope they will learn. Everyday

English words that are used differently in a domain are said to have lexical ambiguity. The presentation is part of a

sequence of studies designed to understand the effects of and develop techniques for exploiting lexical ambiguities in the

statistics classroom. The talk will present a method for studying language use by undergraduate students and empirical

results of students’ pre-existing and developed definitions of words used in introductory level statistics classes. (Received

September 20, 2009)
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