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The question whether shades of modernism can be found in applied mathematics in the early twentieth century is

discussed based on an analysis of John von Neumann’s paper on an economic system of equations from 1937, and Nicolas

Raschevsky’s talk on physico-mathematical aspects of cellular multiplication from 1934. An analytical model of the

modelling process will be presented and used to analyse some reactions from the respective communities of economists

and biologists. (Received September 19, 2010)

1


