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A graph is almost series-parallel if there is some edge that one can add to the graph and then contract out to leave a

series-parallel graph. This class of graphs is closed under taking minors. We describe the structure of the members of this

class and determine a sharp bound on the number of edges of a simple n-vertex member of the class. The main result

of this talk gives the full list of excluded minors for the class of almost series-parallel graphs. (Received September 20,

2010)
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