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Exactness (also known as Yu’s property A) is a weak notion of amenability for groups with very strong applications such

as the Novikov conjecture. Nigel Higson asked if exactness can be characterized via homology or cohomology, similarly as

amenability. In this talk we will give an answer to Higson’s question by characterizing exact groups in terms of bounded

cohomology and in terms of uniformly finite homology. Both of these characterization are vast generalizations of classical

results due to B.E.Johnson and Block-Weinberger respectively. (Received August 29, 2010)
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