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By the time most students begin high school, they have been exposed to a large majority of the mathematical content
and concepts necessary to function in society as quantitatively literate adults. Therefore, it would seem that the role
of the high school in developing quantitative literacy among its students is to apply this mathematical knowledge to
scenarios where quantitative reasoning would play a central role, while at the same time continually refining the students’
knowledge of these necessary mathematical concepts.

The “big ideas” of quantitative literacy for high school students include developing number sense, problem solving
skills, and the abilities to communicate and represent ideas mathematically. In developing these abilities among the
students, by using examples and models consistent with the major themes of quantitative literacy (involving real-life
situations, synthesizing several mathematical skills, etc.), a high school should produce graduates who are quantitatively
literate. This presentation will discuss these ideas, and discuss the steps that one state has undertaken in order to develop
the quantitative abilities of all of their students. (Received September 22, 2010)



