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We all know how powerful computers are as number crunchers. Nowadays, however, computer also do a great job

as symbol-crunchers. Roughly speaking, computer algebra is the field of mathematics and computer science where

computation is performed on symbols rather than on numeric values. The importance of special functions on many

algorithms related to computer algebra is undeniable. In this talk, we discuss the relation of special functions and

computer algebra. The talk is intended for an undergraduate audience. (Received September 22, 2010)
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