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Mathematical lore describes how, in using a computer to model the weather, Edward Lorenz discovered sensitive depen-

dence on initial conditions, one of the hallmarks of chaos. This behavior is often referred to as the butterfly effect. This

then led to the Lorenz system of differential equations and its strange attractor. The truth, as always, is a little more

complicated. In this talk we will clarify the truth behind the legend of the origins of chaos. (Received September 21,

2010)
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