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Higher-order degrees of a plane affine curve are numerical invariants of the fundamental group of the curve complement,
‘measuring’ the sizes of quotients of successive terms in the rational derived series of the group. For curves in general
position at infinity, we provide an upper bound on the higher-order degrees of the curve in terms of the corresponding
local invariants at the singular points, and a uniform upper bound depending only on the degree of the curve. This
provides new obstructions on the type of groups that can arise as fundamental groups of complements to affine curves.
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