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During a saddle-node bifurcation for real analytic interval maps, a pair of fixed points, attracting and repelling, collide

and disappear. From the complex point of view, they do not disappear, but just become complex conjugate. The question

is whether those new complex fixed points are attracting or repelling. We prove that this depends on the Schwarzian

derivative of the map. If the Schwarzian derivative is positive, both fixed points are attracting, if it is negative, they are

repelling. (Received February 12, 2008)
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