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Recently, Jesse Johnson used paths in the pants complex of a Heegaard surface to define new invariants of a 3-manifold.

Analogously, we demonstrate that a bridge splitting of a knot in a 3-manifold gives rise to paths in the pants complex of

the bridge surface. These paths serve several purposes: they can be utilized to construct new knot invariants and carry

information about the geometry of hyperbolic knots. (Received September 23, 2011)
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