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We provide a partial classification of all 3-strand pretzels P (p, q, r) with unknotting number one. Following Kobayashi’s

classification for all parameters odd, we treat the remaining case when r = 2m. Via Rasmussen’s s-invariant, we identify

the cases when p + q = 0,±2 as the only cases of significant interest. We then attack the problem using methods such

as Donaldon’s diagonalisation theorem (and Greene’s strengthening thereof), the Lickorish’s unknotting bounds from the

Alexander module, and the correction terms introduced by Ozsváth and Szabó. (Received September 12, 2011)
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