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Plastic: A laboratory exercise on fractals and hyperbolic geometry.

We describe a hands-on activity for a liberal arts mathematics course that focuses on the beauty and unity of mathematics.

The purpose of the activity is to tie together several topics in the context of a real-world situation – that of a torn plastic

bag. These topics include: fractals, non-Euclidean geometry, symmetry, and Platonic solids. (Received September 22,

2011)
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