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For each matrix representation of the symmetric group of order n there is a class function mapping each element to the

trace of its matrix representation. Such functions are called symmetric group characters. Path tableaux, generalizations

of Young tableaux, have been shown to be a combinatorial interpretion of the coefficients of symmetric group characters

applied to special generating functions. Extending these interpretations to the quantum analog of the symmetric group

characters, the Hecke algebra characters, remains an open problem. (Received September 01, 2012)
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