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In a series of physical experiments of surface water waves, dispersion appears to play a very important role in the evolution

of waves of depression. This suggests that the (nondispersive) shallow-water equations miss some important features of

the wave evolution. In this talk we compare measurements from a series of shallow-water experiments with numerical

simulations of the classic shallow-water, Korteweg-deVries, and other dispersive equations. (Received September 25, 2012)
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