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In the first half of the twentieth century, the American high school mathematics teacher Albert Harry Wheeler (1873-

1950) designed and built a collection of hundreds of geometric models. His models embodied earlier developments in the

study of polygons and polyhedra, and represented novel advances in this area. He met and corresponded with eminent

figures. However, in choosing what modes he designed, made and used, Wheeler was more interested in pursuing his own

notion of aesthetics and mathematical correctness, and in issues of pedagogy and in public performance, than in following

the demands of the larger mathematical profession. David Lindsay Roberts has examined his career as it illuminates

the structure of the American mathematical community in the early twentieth century. Here I consider his work in one

area – the dissection of polygons and polyhedra – as it reflects contemporary geometry and geometry teaching, Wheeler’s

personal concerns, and popular recreations of the day. (Received September 18, 2012)
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