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The Hadwiger number η(G) of a graph G is the largest integer n for which the complete graph Kn on n vertices is a

minor of G. The main result of the talk says that the Hadwiger number of the Cartesian product G1 �G2 of graphs G1

with η(G1) = m and G2 with η(G2) = h is at least m
√

h(1 − o(h)). The bound is asymptotically best possible when

m ≥ h. One of the corollaries is that the Hadwiger Conjecture holds for the Cartesian square of every graph. (Received

January 15, 2008)
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