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The zero sets of two variable polynomials can interact in various ways with the two dimensional torus in C2. We will

explore the relationship between polynomials with no zeros on the closed bidisk and distinguished varieties (plane curves

that exit the bidisk through the distinguished boundary). As an application, we can reprove and provide some extra

details to a known representation theorem for distinguished varieties. All of these topics are closely related to inner

functions and Pick interpolation on the bidisk. (Received February 26, 2008)
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