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In the 1980’s, work of Green suggested that results on quadric generation of the ideal of a curve of high degree could be

seen as a piece of a picture involving all of the higher syzygy modules of the curve. Many results for curves have analogues

for varieties of higher dimension. However, the picture remains much less well understood in dimension greater than one.

I will discuss some results on the syzygies of the secant variety of a high degree curve. We will see that a conjectural

picture emerges for the syzygies of higher secant varieties which generalizes what we know to be true for curves. (Received

August 13, 2008)
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