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General metrics for linear codes over the ring Fq[u]/(ut) are defined, generalize some Gray maps, Lee weight, and Bachoc

weight; and new bounds on distances are given. Two characterizations of self-dual codes over Fq[u]/(ut) are determined

in terms of linear codes over Fq. An algorithm to produce such self-dual codes is also established. (Received January 26,

2010)
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