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I will describe an algorithm that, given a representation of the braid groups, produces a new and often more interesting

representation. It uses a single universal representation from braid groups to groups of matrices with entries in a group

ring. This should be easy and (I hope) interesting for a general audience. I will then discuss hidden motivations and

future applications. This is joint work with Jianjun Tian, and extends work of Long and Moody. (Received September

13, 2009)
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