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Let (R,m) be a local commutative noetherian ring. It is known that the local cohomology modules Hi
m(R), for i < dimR,

are finitely generated if and only if there exists an integer n such that every system of parameters x = x1, . . . , xd in mn

is standard, that is to say x satisfies

(x) Hi
m(R/(x1, . . . , xj)) = 0

for all non-negative integers i, j with i+ j < d. We give an upper bound for the smallest n with this property. (Received

August 25, 2009)
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