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Suppose that S is a Thurston norm minimizing surface in S*\ int(N(L)), where L is an n-component link. Consider the
manifold N obtained by filling several components of ON (L) along slopes determined by S. Let T" denote the natural
extension of S to N. Is T norm minimizing if S is norm minimizing? We present positive and negative results and an

interesting conjecture. (Received March 23, 2010)



